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Mt. Lebanon City Council of PTA’s 
Council Meeting 

Jefferson Middle School 
September 6, 2017 at 9 a .m. 

Minutes 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:03 a.m.  
 
The group said the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Community Representatives Reports:       
 
Outreach 
Dr. Tracy Scanlon gave the report for Outreach.  She is the new director of programs 
at Outreach.  She related that this time of year as all students return to school, the 
need for Outreach services increases.  She mentioned upcoming Outreach programs 
and provided service brochures.  Dr. Scanlon looks forward to working with us. 
 
Mt. Lebanon Municipality     
Laura Lilley gave the report for the municipality.   
 
The Mt. Lebanon Partnership has 2 upcoming events.  All details on the Mt. Lebanon 
website. 
 
The Uptown Block Party is September 16.  It is $5 for a wristband to access event 
activities (live music, games, kids activities). Beer will be sold at event.  The 
proceeds from the event benefits Accessible Lebo, a program to help make 
community assets accessible to all. 
 
The Artists Market September 23-24 in the Uptown area both days.  Live music and 
activities for adults and children.  There will be a Plein Air event.  This event benefits 
art in the community. 
 
Dennis Theater fundraiser at Mindful Brewing September 14.  Details and tickets on 
the Dennis Theater Foundation site.  
 
Serve2Cure tennis tournament to benefit cancer research.  September 16-17.  
Details on the Serve2cure website. 
 
Mt. Lebanon Public Library       
Connie Matthews gave the report for the library.  
 
On September 14, the library will host an international potluck. All are welcome to 
bring their food to share.  Details on the library website. 



 

 2 

There is a family friendly concert on September 15 featuring a folk indie band and 
free pizza from Apizza Badamo. 
 
The September Global Beats event is targeted for High School age  featuring a 
speaker discussing current events in Iran and Iranian music.  Look for additional 
Global Beats in upcoming months. 
 
Fall schedules are out featuring programs for various age groups. 
Book groups for all elementary age students.  Participants check out the book in 
September and the discussion group meets in October. 
 

 
Love your Library Month is September.   All donations made in September 

will be matched by the Buncher Foundation.  Last year the Mt. Lebanon 
Library received $8000 total in donations and matched funds.    
 
Club Lebo 
Teresa Thomas discussed Club Lebo and its need for parent volunteers for events.  It 
is a middle school program for grades 6-8. 290 students attended the swim center 
party held this summer.  But, volunteers are needed to keep these programs going 
successfully.  Please encourage parents of middle schoolers to donate their time. 
 
Teresa also related that Judith Kolko the High School Activities Office Director will 
be conducting surveys of high school students about Club Lebo to obtain their 
feedback on past events and ideas for the future. 
 
Mt. Lebanon Police Department 
Officer Mike Smakosz and Scott Kunz are community outreach officers.  Officer 
Smakosz related that they are kicking off programs in the school this week.   

 
The MTLPD is starting a “Hidden in Plain Sight” program for parents in partnership 
with Outreach.  They will set up a bedroom and hide drugs in it. They will then 
permit parents to search and see what they can find.  MTLPD Officers will explain 
the implications of you what you found and show you what you missed.  Outreach 
will have a counselor on site to discuss appropriate next steps.  The MTLPD is 
looking for a space to set up the room.  Once it is set, they will publicize this parent 
event and ask PTA units to get the word out to their school community. 
 
Child passenger safety week is September 17 through 23.  MTLPD officers will be 
looking for car seat usage and making sure kids are safe throughout our school Go 
Zones.  Remember, children must be rear facing now until age 2.   
      
Mt. Lebanon Fire Department 
Fireman Mike Stoner is the Community Outreach liason with our schools.  He visits  
Preschool – 5th grade classrooms twice each year with 4th grade having 3 visits.   He 
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also commended our custodial and facilities crews at each of our schools as all of the 
fire safety inspections conducted in our in our schools had excellent results.  
 
District Administration Reports 
 
Dr. Tim Steinhauer, Superintendent 
We had a great but rainy start to the first day of school.  The High School campus is 
completely open.   
 
The Link Crew program last week to welcome Freshmen to the High school was 
positive and successful. Most of the freshmen attended, over 400 students.   
 
Dr. Steinhauer noted that the Markham Principal accepted a position in another 
District.  Melissa Nelson is the new principal at Washington Elementary School.  A 
new Assistant Principal has been hired for Mellon Middle School to replace Ms. 
Nelson.  
 
District Administrators spent time this summer working on “belonging”.  
Administrators attended an Anti-defamation League workshop regarding implicit 
bias. Part of the faculty convocation was emphasizing that every one belongs in the 
Mt. Lebanon School District regardless of their personal status.   
The MTLSD Mission statement was emphasized throughout in service days.  The 
directive towards meeting the mission is performance through inclusiveness.  
 
Marybeth Irvin, Assistant Superintendent for Elementary Education discussed the 
District’s Social and Emotional Learning goals. The District is strategically and 
intentionally building social and emotional skills in our curriculum.  The areas being 
addressed can be viewed on the website of CASEL.  This SEL program is being 
extended to staff in order for them to be best prepared for teaching our kids. 
 
Dr Irvin also reported that the Maker spaces are open.  Maker Space Staff spent 4 
days at The Pittsburgh Childrens’ Museum and Project Zero at Harvard for maker 
space training. Parents will be invited to attend Maker Space events to learn the 
maker philosophy.  
 
Dr. Ron Davis, Assistant Superintendent for Secondary Education reported on the 
District’s goals for inclusion and innovation. This summer the District introduced 
the Universal Design for Learning model to administrators and to all District 
personnel last week.  UDL is a framework for thinking about instruction.  It 
recognizes that the teachers are the architects of learning so that all students in the 
class have their needs met.  Teachers address the needs of learners at the ends of 
the bell curve, which benefits all learners.  It promotes designing lessons and 
experiences for kids who have specific needs but can benefit everyone. 
 
The District continues with innovation in learning through STEM, the STEAM 
Showcase, The Fab Lab at the High School, and the maker spaces. 
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School Board Report  
 
Mary Birks thanked all new Presidents for the work they do to make the schools a 
great place for our children.  She reported that the air conditioning installation in 
elementary and middle schools was successfully completed on time. 
Ms. Birks also complimented District Facilities Management and Custodial staff at all 
District buildings in getting our schools ready for the school year.   
 
Ms. Birks also reported that Sloan Astorino will give a presentation on the capital 
campaign to the school board at the September 11 discussion meeting and the 
September 18 regular meeting. 
 
Jefferson Middle School Teacher Chrissa Sullivan and Mary Birks will be presenting 
to PSBA on mindfulness in schools to people from across the state.   
 
Ms. Birks also commented that State and Federal budget/funding issues will 
continue to challenge the District.    
 
PTA Council Business 
The May 24, 2017 Meeting Minutes were shared with all Council members and 
stand as written. 
 
Treasurer’s Reports were shared with all Council members.  No objections were 
noted.  
 
The 2017-18 Budget distributed to all Presidents and Delegates was approved by 
unanimous vote.     
 
President Report    
Moira Aulbach announced that she will assume the PTA Council President’s position 
once she becomes eligible to do so upon the bylaws change to be voted upon today.  
The Executive Board will then appoint a new treasurer and 1st Vice president.  Moira 
asked that anyone interested in either position contact her. 
 
Standing Committee Reports  
Julie Maselko Parent education chair asked Council members to forward to her any 
ideas for parent education programs this year.  
      
Bylaws Revision 
Moira Aulbach, 1st Vice President (to become President upon approval of the bylaws 
revision) read the proposed bylaws revision that was presented to membership at 
the May 24, 2017 meeting.  The text of the revision is as follows: 
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Article X (Officers), Section 4, g. 
 

1. Current Text: 
To be eligible for the presidency a person must have served on the 
executive board of this council for one (1) year. 

 
2. Amendment of Text: 

To be eligible for the presidency a person must have served on the 
executive board of this council for one (1) year or must have served 
as a local unit PTA/PTSA president within the area of this council 
for one (1) year.   

 
3. Rationale (the reason why the change is being made) 

To promote leadership succession planning by broadening the pool of 
candidates eligible to serve as president. 

 
Lisa Silverman made a motion seconded by Katie Caste to amend the bylaws as 
presented at the May 24, 2017 meeting and read by Moira at the September 4, 2017 
meeting.  The proposed revision was also shared with all Council members prior to 
the meeting.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
2017-18 Budget       
The 2017-18 budget proposed at the May 24, 2017 meeting was presented for 
approval today.  It was distributed to all Council members prior to the meeting.   
Katie Caste made a motion to approve the budget seconded by Melissa Bailey. The 
motion was unanimously approved     
 
New Business  
Audit Committee Report  
The Audit Committee of Katie Caste, Melissa Bailey and Mary Ellen Donato 
completed the audit of both the Georgia Pogue and PNC accounts maintained by 
Council.  Melissa Bailey presented the audit report.  Overall, both Council accounts 
were well-maintained.  The auditors however had the following suggestions. 
 
Georgia Pogue account 
The audit balance matched the bank account balance of $16, 996.  But the 
treasurer’s balance did not match the bank account.  The difference was the 4th 
quarter interest payment that was omitted from the Treasurer’s balance.  
Quarterly reconciliations were missing for this account.  The committee suggests  
quarterly reconciliations for this account next year. 
 
The Council’s PNC checking account is in good shape.  However, there was a gap in 
checks.  The committee suggests voiding 3 checks (#1447-1450) which were 
skipped this year and that we start at check #1458.  It will make the audit process 
easier next year.   
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There is one Georgia Pogue Recipient from 2016 who never cashed the $500 check. 
If the check is not reissued to the recipient, the Council PNC account must transfer 
$500 to the Pogue Fund to reconcile the void check. 
 
Overall, the committee suggests that we need better documentation for 
reimbursement.  For example, the only documentation on file for The Simple Greek 
food at the installation luncheon was an email asking for $950 payment with no 
detailed invoice.  The committee suggests that we require vendors to provide us 
with a detailed invoice for such transactions. 
 
There also was an irregularity created in check signing given Jodi Kubit’s resignation 
as she was a check signer on the PNC account.  The check signers thereafter were 
Julie Maselko and Jennie Bhojwani.  This put Julie in the position of having to 
countersign a check made payable to herself.  This is not a best practice if it can be 
avoided by adding another co-signer to the account.  The committee noted that this 
check request was supported by appropriately detailed documentation.  The only 
concern was that we keep adding check signers as needed.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:56 a.m.  
 
Submitted by Lisa Silverman 
PTA Council Secretary 
September 6, 2017        

 


