
 

 

Mellon Middle School PTA Meeting 
April 16, 2018 

 MINUTES  
 
 

 
I. Call to Order       Melissa Bailey 8:48 
 
II. Approval of the March 14, 2018 Meeting Minutes  Elizabeth Schwertfuehrer – 
minutes stand as written 
 
III. Treasurer’s Report      Marilee Kline 
 
IV. Executive Committee Reports 
 
 A. President’s Report     Melissa Bailey 
 

 There is no Council meeting this meeting, but we’ll have an update later on the March meeting 
which was held at the same time as our March meeting. 

 
 In the middle of PSSA testing, thank you for flexibility in having our regular meeting on a Monday 

instead of Wednesday so we don’t interfere. 
 

 The PTA purchased mints for PSSA testing week.  In middle school, most teachers allow the 
parents to send their own mints or gum so we kept the spending on that to a minimum and 
purchased one mint per day per student for the weeks of testing. 

 
 If you haven’t seen Dr. Steinhauer’s email, the board voted to change the last day of school to 

Tuesday, June 19th to make up for the snow days earlier this year.  It does not change much at 
Mellon but if you have high school students, the exam schedule was changed so be sure to check 
that. 

 
 The PTA presidents met with Dr. Steinhauer and several members of the school board last week.  

All members of the school board were invited.  Sarah Olbrich, Bill Cooper, Hugh Beal, Aviva 
Diamond and Al Frioni were in attendance on behalf of the board.  We were only allowed to 
present pre-submitted questions so the presidents worked together to have the board address 
four areas of concern:  overcrowding at some of the elementary schools, reducing faculty and 
staff, school safety and accommodations for gifted and special needs students. 

 
o Most of discussion focused on first two issues.  As to the first, Mellon is not impacted, but 

for the Washington families, there was a interest by the board in the idea of flex zones 
within the community where families might be able to choose which elementary school 
their children attend.  Dr. Steinhauer was going to look at the issue of the two 
classrooms at Washington which are  apparently converted closets.  

 
o Dr. Steinhauer stressed that enrollment was not increasing across the district. 

 
o He and the board seemed to feel that up to 25 students in a class was not a problem, but 

that beyond that number, he would trust the building principals to talk with him and 



 

 

discuss an appropriate plan of action, which might include adding a section or adding 
more aides. 

 
o On the issue of staff reductions, the board stated that they have no plans to eliminate 

positions this year and they intend to replace all retiring faculty.  They are trying to keep 
the millage increase to .4 (which equates to $120 on a $300,000 house).  Adding a 
teacher costs about $75,000 and increases millage by .03. 

 
o I did ask about whether Mellon’s two retiring team teachers, Mrs. Wilcher in 6th grade 

and Mrs. Bronen in 8th grade, were going to be replaced with full time teachers, and I did 
not get a direct answer from Dr. Steinhauer who indicated that they wanted to float an 
underutilized social studies teacher from the high school to Mellon to cover Mrs. 
Wilcher’s class, but that there was no commitment that the position be full-time at 
Mellon. All of the parents in the room let Dr. Steinhauer know that that particular 
solution was not acceptable.  If we get confirmation that this is the plan, parents must 
 attend board meetings or email the board members and let them know that they do 
not agree with shortchanging half of our 6th grade students. 

 
o On the issue of school safety, Dr. Steinhauer reported that the municipality agreed to pay 

for the cost of a school resource officer for the remainder of the year.  If the district 
decides to continue employing a resource officer, the school distict would have to pay 
60% of the cost and the municipality would  pay 40%. 

 
o Several board members indicated that they would like to see more social workers 

employed in the school so that the district avoids a possible tragedy. 
 

o One board member, Al Frioni, favors arming teachers.  The other board  members 
present were vehemently against the idea. 

 
o Very little time spent on the issue of gifted and special needs accommodations, but there 

was a request from presidents to make some of the enrichment opportunities, many of 
which are online or independent studies, available to all students by putting them online 
so parents who wanted to take advantage of the opportunities would have a place to 
look for them. 

 
o Board decided that we should meet twice a year to continue some of the discussion.  

 
 We are looking to fill our committee chairs for next year.  We still have a few committees open 

and are especially looking for representation from Howe and Markham parents so if you are 
interested or you know of someone who is interested, please see either myself or one of the 
other officers.  We’re also meeting with Mr. Wolfson next week to set dates on next year’s 
calendar. 

 
 Curriculum in Action night is coming up on May 3 at 7.  This is night when you can go into your 

child’s classrooms without a preset schedule and talk to the teacher and see the work your child 
has done during the year.  There is no bell schedule as there is for curriculum night in September.  
Please note there is a 2:00 pm dismissal that day for Mellon students.   

 
 Council installation lunch is April 25th so we’ll have two new board members at the next meeting:  

Moira Aulbach will be the new first VP and Allison Carrey will be the new treasurer.  I’d like to 
thank Bob Andrews and Marilee Kline for holding those positions for the past two years. 

 
 B. First Vice President’s Report   Bob Andrews - no report 
 C. Second Vice President’s Report  Mitchell Blasingame – no report  



 

 

 D. Third Vice President’s Report   Chris Wolfson 

 PSSA reduction of one day of English and one day of Math. All is moving 
along. 

 8th grade DC trip is May 3 & 4 
 E. Secretary’s Report   Elizabeth Schwertfuehrer – no report 
 F. Historian’s Report     Kelly Latona – no report 
 
V. Committee Reports  
 

A. 8th Grade Recognition  - email went out to parents requesting $20 donation via 
PayPal for each student 

    
  
VI. Faculty Representative     Pierce Cook 

 7th and 8th grade students kicked off the 4th quarter in Tech. Ed. by engineering the 
tallest paper tower using only 1 piece of paper and 1-inch pieces of tape.  Some of the 
tallest towers exceeded 3 feet!  See if you can beat that at  home. -Lucy Bender 

 
 Clearview Common Lunchtime Concert Series! ½ hour concert beginning at noon 

4.27.18 - MMS 7th/8th Grade Jazz Band 
5.11.18 - MMS 8th Grade Choir & Mellotones 
5.18.18 - MMS 8th Grade Orchestra 

 On April 9th after school 19 Crafty Blue Devils showed up for our fourth 
Crafty         Endeavour...donut scented soap.  We have made sugar scrub, candy melts in 
moustache and flower designs, sewn pillow cases, and finally, the soaps.  We meet on 
Mondays after school-- any grade, boys and girls welcome. 

 

 World Language Students Donate to UNICEF 
Mellon students studying French, German and Spanish, and their teachers, are 
pleased to report that they have made a donation of $ 765.00 to UNICEF,  the 
United Nations Children’s Fund , for the 2017-18 school year. 
     UNICEF works in 190 countries and territories to save children’s lives, to 
defend their rights, and to help them fulfill their potential.  Our donation will 
specifically help provide students with basic school items, from paper and 
pencils, to textbooks and sports equipment. 
      Mellon students from each language group chose their favorite t-shirt from 
designs prepared by fellow classmates. T-shirts were then created and sold. The 
proceeds, after the cost of the shirt itself, goes directly to UNICEF on behalf of 
the Mellon World Language students.  GREAT JOB Mellon students!! 

 
VII. Old Business       
 
VIII. New Business 
 



 

 

IX. Adjournment at 9:37 – Motioned by Natalie Kukla 
 
Present: Kelly Latona, Melissa Bailey, Jenn Rick, Bonnie Dougherty, Natalie Kukla, Mary Roman, 
Priya Sukumaran, Chris Wolfson, Pierce Cook & Elizabeth Schwertfuehrer 
 
 


